
Prospective online survey: SARS-CoV-2 
vaccination readiness in People with MS

A.-L. Röper1,2, D. Ellenberger2 , N. Frahm2,3, C. Meyer2, T. Parciak4,

M. Peters5, H. Temmes1, A. Stahmann2

for the German Multiple Sclerosis Register of the German Multiple Sclerosis Society
1: German Multiple Sclerosis Society, Federal Association, Hanover, Germany

2: MS-Forschungs- und Projektentwicklungs-gGmbH, German MS Registry, Hanover, Germany

3: University Medical Center Rostock, Department of Neurology, Rostock, Germany

4: University Medical Center Göttingen, Göttingen, Germany

5: Gesellschaft für Versorgungsforschung mbH, German MS Registry, Hanover, Germany

Background
At the beginning of the SARS-CoV-2 pandemic, the German MS Registry and the German Multiple Sclerosis Society started a survey to examine the

pandemic impact on the behavioral changes of people with MS (PwMS) and the SARS-CoV-2 infection rate, following recommendations of the

global data sharing initiative. In prospect of a vaccine against SARS-CoV-2 in November 2020, the survey was redesigned to address the

participant’s attitude towards a SARS-CoV-2-vaccination.

Objective
We aim to provide new insights into the vaccination attitude of PwMS in light of the prospect of a SARS-CoV-2 vaccination in Germany.

Results
By January 31, 2021, 914 PwMS (77% female, 23% male) participated in the survey. The average age was 48 (±12) years.

56% of the PwMS wanted to get vaccinated against SARS-CoV-2, 32% considered to be vaccinated, and 12% did not want to be vaccinated.
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Conclusions:
At the time of the survey 88% [CI 85-90%] of PwMS considering being vaccinated which is significantly higher compared to a

Germany-wide survey of the general population from November 2020 in which vaccination readiness was 71% [CI 68-74%], p<0.001.
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Objections against a vaccination:

72% feared possible side and long-term effects, 11% doubted

the vaccination’s efficacy and 18% had other concerns e.g.:

Questions about the vaccine‘s

mode of action
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Own immune 

response

Risk / fear of vaccination

induce relapse

Methods
The online survey was created with the survey application LimeSurvey of the MS Registry. The call for participation was published in all media of the

MS Registry and especially in the Germany Multiple Sclerosis Society (more than 40,000 members), print and online. Only anonymized data were

collected. Only the MS Registry and authorized persons have access to the data.

Descriptive analyses were carried out to describe the readiness of PwMS to get vaccinated, subdivided by sex and age, and presents the individual

objections to vaccination.

Figure 1: Vaccination readiness, by sex Figure 2: Vaccination readiness, by age

Figure 3: Objections to a vaccination Figure 4: Objections to a vaccination, by sex
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